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"J0SE  VILLEGAS,

THE DAY OF PALMS.

OLD-TIME PROCESSIONS OF PRIESTS AND
PEOPLE.

The observance of Palm Bunday has about It
an npn‘n-n, a simple dignity and & poetic beauty
that are all Its own. Its ceremonies are (dls-
tinet and appropriate to ftgelf. They recall a
fine and touching picture in a way that !s fltting
and full of meaning Moreover, Palm Bunday
ig one of the few days In the calendar that have
observances and elgnifications of purely Christian
origin. Easter dates back to & pagan celebration
of the return of Bpring, the riging of the year
to a new life, after the death of the winter. But
Palm Sunday has a deep tenderness of meaning
{n commemorating what might pafely be called
the last purely happy incldent fn the life of
Christ, His trlumphant entry into Jerusalem,
when the people strewed palms in his way and
cried: “Bleased 18 He that cometh in the name
of the Lord!"

From the nature of the incldent which it re-
ealls it s natural that the most distinctive fea-
ture of the observance of Palm Bunday should be
a procession. To-day and in this country it 1®
chiefly marked by the distribution of palms to
the people In the churches, but it may be as-
sumed that when this custom began it was the
preliminary of & procession. It {8 not easy to say,
nowever, just when the procession of Palm Bun-
day began to move. There is no certalnty of It
earller than the tenth century, though it may
have begun In the elghth, and in the East men-
tion of the day Itself occurs as early as the fifth
century. The people of the Middle Agea loved
pletures and shows, and the Church was always
ready to provide them, especlally In such ways
as to help it enforce Its own prin Iples and les-
sons., The priests tried to reproduce for the peo-
ple the ecenes of the life of the Saviour and of
O Testament history in such crudely dramatia
ways as should fores them on their minds and
fix them in thelr memorles, It was a eort of
kindergarten reilglous instruction for a chlldish
population.

There wns no time when thls could be done
more s!mply and effectively than on Palm Sun-
day. The procession representing the entry of
Christ into Jerusalem was all that was needad;
better yet, It was a procession In which the peo-
ple themselves could appropriately take part,
and, best of all, with the waving palm branches,
it became a pretty spectacle, In its use in artistic
symbolism, apart from (s connectlon with Palm
Sunduy, the palm has always been the badge
of a martvr. Yet It ie actually less the symbol
of mariyrdom Itee!f than of the triumph over
death. Always, then, In the procession of Palm
Bunday or elpewhere, it may be gald to be the
emblem of trlumph. |

The people came into the church—the people
who were to make up the old Palm Sunday pro-
cesgion—and they saw the palms that the priests
were to carry lylng on the altar, while thuose |
that they were themselves to have were plled on |
m' SOuth stepa of the altar. After the palms
had been blessed, they were distributed to the
people and the proceselon took Its way from the
church through the streets of the town and back
io the church again. It was not always or every-
where that such a prucession could be as dignifled |

TOPICS IN PARIS,

PRINCES ARE THICK AS ELACKPERRIES—
THE “WHITE T‘HE.\TRFI"—THE WASH-
ERWOMPEN'S FESTIVAL.

Parts, March 20

As usunl at this time of the year, France, in
spite of her betng endowsd with a republican
{ rm of government, and with a Cabinet that pro-
fer=es doctrines verging on full-fiedged Socials
{rn, hoe become the rendezvous of representas
tives of nearly all the Eurcpean royval houses.
Pown on the ghores of the Mediterrerean there
are n» loss than three Empresses—FEugenic, |
eth of Austrla end Victoria of Great
while A fourth Is expected ir the per-
the widowed Czarina. The Emperor of
has been exchanging clvilities with
Nics, eonferrirg upon him

s of
Auatria
Preeldent Faure at
the orler of £t. Staphen, while Russian Gran 1-

Aukes, Austrian Archdukes, Swedish, English,
German end Spanish Princes and Princesses ol
the bleod »re za thlck sz blackberries in the
Riviera. The latter ja even threatened with a
most unweleome vislt from the German Em-
perar, whose yacht, the Hohenzollain, I8 awalt-
ing him at Geneca, whenece he proposes to critlee
along the south ccest of France, a call upon
the Czarevitel end a visit to the Napoleon Mu-
geum on the Island of Elba being wmnong the
features of his programme.

At Mareeilles there 18 the hu-band of the
Quesn of Madagasear, who differs, however,
frcm the other visitors of high degree In that,
fustead of coming to thia country of his owun
accord, he comes gorely against his will and a8 a
prisoner of state. He s a little, ghrivelled-up,
dark-skinned, gray-haired man of seventy, tut |
a bit of a Aandy still. On landing from the |
Mossagerles steamer Iraouad 1y, he wore trouas- |
ere of white silk, brocaded with a striped |
pattern, an elegant wooll:n jacket of light pat-
tern, a heavy wrapper adorned with red and
white checks, and a great fur clonk. Patent-
leather boots and a round felt hat completed
thi2 picturesque costume. He s reported to have
loo'el decrepit and (1}, and is now cecupylng
wp2riments at the military hospital until his
departure for Algeria, where he 18 to epend the
remalnder of his days In captivity. It s this
old gentleman, who b2ars the nome of Raini-
leiftvony, who Is primarily responsible for the
roesnt war that resulted in the conquest of his
eountry by France. As the all-powerful Prime
Minister of Madagascar, he has ruled that
taland with a rod of {ron for nearly forty vears,
Laving durlng that time been the husband of
ro legz than four successive Queens of Mada-
gascar. According to all accounts, the present
Queen, far from regretting his departure, is
heartily relleved by the separation from her
aged ronsort, who i her senlor by about two-
BOOre 'ears.

Here in Parie during the week the Prince of
Wales has spent several days on his way south,
dleplaying a marked Interest In the horseless
carrlages, and calling at the Elysée Parie upon
the President and Mme. Faure; the Grand-duke
Alexis, who llkewise visited the Chlef Magistrate,
and the Archdnke and Archduchess Frederick
of Austria. The Archduke, who 1s an elder
brother of the Queen Regent of Spain, enjoys the
distinotion of being not only the wealthiest mem-
ber of the House of Hapaburg, but also the one
blessed with the largest family. Curlously
enough, he has nothing but girls; there are nine
of them, and according to a Eypsy prophecy
there must be three daughters more before the
Archduchess can hope to present to her husband
& #2on and helr,

AN AUSTRIAN ARCHDUCHESS.

This Princess, a singularly beautiful woman,
is like the Crown Princess Btephanie, a Belglan.
Bhe differs from the latter, however, in that she
is not by birth of royal rank. and it was owing
to this that the Emperor for & long time hesl-
tated to consent to & marriage, which entalled
the concession of the rank and status of an Aus-
trian Archduchess and of an Imperfal Highness
to the daughter of a mere Belglan nobleman,
such as the Prince of Croy-Dulmen. The Croy
family, however, which is related to the Chimays,
the Merodes, the Abrenbergs and many other
houses of the Belglan and French aristocracy,
would not permit the mateh to take place uniess
Princess Isabelia obtained full recognition as an
Archduchess, and 8o at length the Emperor gave
his permission.

Archduke Frederick is one of the most capable
generals of the Austrian army and a warm friend
of Emperor Willlam, but cordially disliked In
Viennese soclety. Thia s due to his Intense

and beautiful as that which could issue from the
doors of St. Mark's, In Venlce, but “never any-
thing can be amiss, when simpleness and duty
tender [t What the peoples did was all done
In simpleneas and duty, and if there wers things
in thess processlons which might seem to us gro
tesque and irreverent, they did not seem 8o to the
people who 30 them, and the Church uf that day
did not connt 1

To repregont
in the procession on an ass, carrying the Huoat,
Sometimes a wooden ass was used Instead of a
real one, and then the flgure on 8 back, repre-
gonting the Saviour, was also of wood. The whole
was mounted on a platform with wheels and was
drawn through the streets by a rope. The people
threw down thelr palim branches before this
car, as It passed, nand eagerly pleked them up af-
ter the wheela had been over them, guarding

1 #0.

the Chrigt, a priest useld to rids

from the other members of the House of Haps-
burg, who are, generally speaking, amlable and
unaffected In thelr Intercourse with those who
are not of Imperinl rank. THs eldest daughter,
the Archduchess Marie-Christine, a godehild of
her aunt, the Quesn Regent of Spaln, married
urig Prince Nlcholas Ester-
hazy. The unlon wia not of a morganatie char-
acter, for the E=terhazys belong to the so-callsl
mediatized familles, that I8 to =say houses that
have once enjoved soverelgn rank, and which
therefors admitted to mate on terms of
equnlity with relgning housea. Moreover, the
Feterhazyvs might now be Kings of Hungary
had they so willed, for the first Napoleon made

about a4 year ped ¥

are

ARCHDUCHESS I:-'-\I:Ki.l.;\.

arragance and pride, whereln he differs entirely

a definite offer of the throne of 8t. Stephen to the
Prince Esterhazy of the day, with the object of
gedueing him from his allegiance to the Emperor
of Austria. Prince Esterhazy, however, enn-
temptuously deellned these overtures, feeling
probably that nothing would add to the prestige
or wealth of his family, whose estates are almost
exactly, mile fur mile, the eize of Ireland.

At length there has come a welcume reaction
agalnst the Impropriety of the pleces presented

FREDERICK.

ARCHDUKB

on the Parisian stage. For some time there has
not been a single piece presented, not even at the
Comédie Francalse, to which it was possible to
take a young glrl without offending her sense of
delleacy. The well-known and popular actress,
Mme. Bamary, degerves the credit of having es-
tablished at the Galerle des Ohamps-Elysées, In
the Rue de Ponthlen, a theatre, which has been
christened “The White Theatre,” and upon the
stage of which are presented none bhut plays that
are absolutely fres from everything calculated
to offend the young girls who, with their moth-
ers, constituted the principal portion of the audi-
ence. Curlously enough, the clubs were well
represented In the latter, the men, most of them
consplcuous on the turf, on the boulevards and
in the “Monde ou l'on s'amuse,” apparently de-
riving keen enjoyment from the radical change
from the highly flavored dramatle fare of which
they have obtained a surfelt during these last
few weeks. The young girl of the period may
esleem hersel! particularly fortunate, for at no
epoch has there been so much done for her as at
the present day. There is, for instance, the
“Itevue des Jeunes Filles,” a magoazine which
contains only such articles as are suited for the
literary consumption of young girls, and there
are likewlse a large number of new novels being
published daily, which bear on the right hand
corner of the title page a specles of stamp Intl-
mating that the book Is for young girla. The new
order constitutes a promising slgn of healthy
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“ PALM SUNDAY

IN OLD VENICE."”

(From a pleture by José Villegas)

them afterward ng charms agalnst storms and
lehtning. In countries where real palms were
not 1o be had, kinds of branches and
bonghs were used instead. In England, for In-
gtance, williw boughs were the favorite substl
tute. procegsion of the

wooden ngs wis

uther

In some places, after th
r. bovs were allowed to hire

the ass and s go rider from the sexton, to
drag about the strects, while they begged for
i s, Half of all they goi was the pay of

the sexton,  Before England became Protestant
these processions were extremely popular through
the couniry, and when King Henry VI broke
with the Church of Rome he specified the carry-
ing of palms on FPalm Sunday as one of the cus-
toms that wers not 1o be discontinued. The form-
al observance of the feast was carrled on tiil
gome time In the relgn of Elward VI, and after
that it gradually fell Into disuse

reactlon against the prurlency that has been so
noticeable 10 &0 many phases of Paristan Iife in
recent years

THE CELEHRRATION OF MIUP-LENT.

Mid-lent wis celebratel on Thurslay with much

pomp, In gpite of the rainy weather,
which, perhaps, wWis n nnppropriete
when e t mbers 1! fival im part!
larly tedd to the Wiy it

For weeky the washerw
19 every f the

one

tricts, have been mneeting

quesn, and these que=ens in

and choren from thelr numin

gueens, whoa © n=tity

the great pro . gl

all the traflie In ki i i

house has o rod ria

most porgentis 8yl richi ] I

hurses, e !t sniid -

clane In ¢ W i =

wioft Is the it indedd by r
urthers and badi Wi The ¥ L .

ire f atirnction was, H i n t

auecns, wWho st an i 8 n it irt

feet high, her charlo! belng draw AL L]

horees and escortad hy R it i il

by Cossa ks, Om passing he t ahe Palare where

the procesglon hadted in order thid might

salute the Prosident of the Hepulbill he roceivid

from M. Fa v handsame diat

brueelet. T nterest in t

gidemably enhnnoed by

The denizens

the walte
showy # s full

The } hive Just voted o lnw submitted
hy the vernment, the obdect of which i» t9
renrganlze and extend in every direction the
telegraphle communications of Fra with for-
elgn countries At the prisfent mo nt nearty
all the submarine cabiles of the world are under
the oontr f the | Iieh, it will searcely
e cradited that the Governm here, in order (o
communicite by telegraph with s possessions
on the West Coast of Afriea, In M

Cochin China, and In Tongui
over Fngllsh Hnes, the dispate
turndng,  passing  In almaost
through the London offie
peclally In view of the rivelry
tweon England and France In

Ingtnnce
Thia Is Intolerable, ee-
whilch exlsts he-
Afriea and Asln,
The new law provides for the laying f e new

“VeT)

cable Letween IBrest and Boston, and for one
trom Boston to San Domingo, whence it will eum-
mun'cate with the lines already In existence In
the West Indies and Antllles. There I8 also pro-
viglon made for a connectlon between the lines
of the Great Northern System, which traverse
Biberia to Peking, Viadivostock and Shanghal,
witli the French telegraph eystem In Cochin
China, by means of whicn the Parls Government
will be able to communicate with Cochin China
independently of the English cables,

THE CARE OF EASTER LILIES,

A NIOE PROPLEM FOR THE FLORIET TO HAVE
THEM HLOGM ON TIME

When the churches are decornted with Easter
Iilles next Sunday morning, It may be that aome jer-
sons will wonder why that flower blooms In so much
greater profusion In one week of the year than In
wny other. They may think It strunge that on
Fauster, he 1t eurly or late, the Iles are alwiys at
thelr best.  Florista woulid tell them that the time-
lness of these beautiful buds 1s one of the greatest
problems In the horticulturiat's huslhess, o matter
that requires no end of watehing and enleulating und
painstuking

The bulbs wre planted In pots some thme In August
and tho stalks are earefully tended through the ful
and winter till the buds begin to appear in the spring.
The rest of the task depends upon the proper appil-
cation of sunlight and tempernture. 17 the lowerin
procoss seems 10 be slow a warm grecnbouse and full
eXpostire to the sun nre necessary, hut if the Mlles
advanes oo rapldly they must be set in a cool pluce
and muslin or canviy mist be siretched over the
glusa that covers them,

In the end, If the enterprise has been propecly man-
aged the flowers will e ot thelr finest on Faater
morning nnd the plants will be wold ot the rate of
twenty-five cents or mwore for every bl

- - . - -—
A NEW DISCOVERER OF AMERICA,
From The Geographlcal Journal.

Ty sum up briefy. The shortest route from the
Ol World to the New |# from Cape Verde to Hrazil,
Winds and _owrrents tend to carry a ship acroas
There 15, therefurs, an Inherent probability that
Partuguese vessel ahould have been driven on to the
Dragillan const, This actually happened to Cabral
in 1%, it might have happened at any time after
ships begad to round Cape Verde, That cape wos
first rounded n 1WG, In 148w remarkabie map was
Hianco, showing the most recent Portu-
On It a long stretch of conit-
ine o showi southwest from Cape Verde, with an
inscription saying that It ia authentle, and 1,00
miles fo the wesi. The only land in wuch a position
18 South Areriea. The discovery must have heen
made between 1445 and 1H8 It s recorded that an
unknown Island was found far to the west in 147
un the firgt map deallng with the Atlantle Ocean
after Hlanco's mni.), a Inrgn Wand & found in the
position Indleated by Blanco. The Portuguess had
oo reason for not troubling much about such @l
wland, untll the Papal Hull of 1493, with ita line o
demarcation, when their conduct leading to the
Tordesillas Treaty of 1, by which the line was
shifted so far that they secured Brasl, seems Lo
have n bascd on knowledge of the existence of
land In the position _of thut country. Moreover
thers ia evidence 1o shdw that they publicly ciaimed
the pomsession of wuch knowledge. If the views
here pet forth are tenable, the Interesting and Im-
portant result is obtalned that America was dis-
covered by the Portuguese in or aboul the very
ear in_which Columbua Is belleved to have been

rn. Without removing one lota from the real
merit of Columbus, It would add the erowning
laurel to the already great glory of that marvellous
man, Prince Henry the Navigator, who, it Is par-
donable to remember, was half an Englishman,

mnida ht'
uese discoveries,

In s me places the pricsts uged to make little
crossea of the palms, and these wers supposed
to protect those who obtained them against
lightning  Thers was a curious little local ob-
gotfunce In Cornwall, The people thers used to
take thelr crosses of paln to the shrine of Our
Lady of Nantswell, and when they had pald
small foes ta the priest In charge, they wuore al-
lywedd to throw the palma into the well If a
crose Moated It meant that 1ts owner would llve
through the year, and if it did not, It meant that
he woull dle. As the ercsses must have been
rensonably Nght and generally sure to fluat, 1t
ts easy to see how this would hecome a popular
form of divination. It was also sald in C irnwall
that If anybody did not have a palm In his hand
on Palm Sunday he would some time have his
hand cut off

1'p to @ comparatively few years ago there was

DETECTING “DARK STARS.”

ONE OF  ASTRONOMY'S ASTONISHING
REVELATIONS,
I PEE CONFIRMA AN 14 BUEPICION REGARD-
1N 0 OrHIeng AN EXQIISITE riEc| 0OF
MATHEMATIONL WoORRK

aothing In the material universe, perhape, so lin-
pirvesen the mind of intelligent aml reverent man ns
titude of stars revenled to his eye, sven with-
Such tales do they tell of the In-
Yet the number Rrows

e m

tlenl atds.

fnittes Of apace and time!
encrmounly when the telescope 18 called Into play,
1 encl thne & more pow erfiil glnan s constructed
stiil further acceasions pre ma 1o to the already np- |
palltng Areiy frar, besidos this countioss visihie
:' o .'!“ astranotiers teil us, thers ire Ueations
¢ yet other orhs, how numerous it tn impossible to
nfectiire, which eannot be sesn at all Just now
the star Known as * Ophtiachi™ (No 0 in the cuon-
stellation af Ophiuchus) Is attracting attention in
e selentific worll, hecause of Lis contributions to |

% of knowledge and speculation on this aule

ot

With such exac
brighter stars boeen determine 1, and o0 ¢
watch st Kept, that muny af them have been found
1o hinve 4 grodusl motion through the hoavens In
pome chses this progress is In one direction only; in
s 16 0 more or less regular wollbling, ua

\ineas have the poritions of all tha
“ose la tha

athers, the

if the hody under serutiny wera procesding in an
artit vlewed nlmost edgrwise trom the earth. The
total amount of shifting from side to slde may not
greater angle of vision than a pendalum
tour Inches nt the distance of a
mile from the oy but sa perfoct are the inatru-
ments, nnd 8o r fined the mathematical methods em-
ploxed, thut this erratic behavior of certaln stars Is
proven beyond a doubt, and the amount of the
wandering approximately in many
Cames,

THE COMPANIONS OF SIRIUA AND ALGOL.
or more ago, for Instance, DBeasel
¢ this kind that Sirfus, the
1s, had an invisible com-
revolved around & com-

cover A
swinging thres or

ascertained

Half a century
coneluded from evidercs o
dog star, the holy star of Is
panion, and that the palr
mon centre of gravity placed spomewhaors betwean
them. Years aftarward, in 1882, Clark (the Amer-
{ean telescopa maker) finally dlscovered the disturb-
ing ugent. It wRsa talntly luminous orb, with hult
the mnss buf only a ten-thousandth part of tha light
of Sirius,  The atar Bplea has & similar companion,
dimly perceptible under tavoralle circumstances,
Hessel announced thut Procyon, too, was & double or
binary of the same eharactor, but no one haa ever
yet been uble to discover the attendant orb,

Une of the best known of dark stars ls the huge
atiendant of Algol, the winking demon of the Arabs.
U'ntil a very few years ugo the sole Interest at-
taching to Algol procesded fram the varlablilty In
s light, At Intervals of & Mttle lesw than three
days It begina 1o Krow dim, changes enough In
three hours for the untralned olbaerver to see the
Afferance, and then within the next three hours
recovers It full brilllancy. It Is now conomsled that
this phenomenon, which puzgled the anclents in-
expresaibly, s really a partial eclipse of the Lright
body by a dark one asnociated with It, and there
are a dogen or more other variables which are re-
garded aa binaries of the same kort, Hut a new
fact reganding Algol was discovered three or four
years ago. 1. Seth E. Chandler, of Cambridge,
Mund,, detected trregularities In the conduct of this
star to eatlsfy him that thers was o third body.
alao dark, In the combination, and hls opinion has
been aocepted by other astronomers without dis-
pute.  Although we can mes but one orb, therefora,
even with o powerful telescope, Algol 1 as truly o
triple star as Gamma Andromedae, ull three of
whoso components are visible. It Is Just such u eon-
clusion that 18 now reached In regard to 70 Ophluehl,
long known as a hinary.

This star now Fiwes shortly before midnight, and
in situated about 2% degrees north of the eelestial
equator.  The larger of the visible components has
& magnitude of 45, and the smaller 65, The former
s therefore a rather faint naked-eye star. The lat-
ter could be seen with a good fleld glases, If alone,
but & more powerful Instrument |8 needed to sepa-
rate them, especlally when, as now, thelr motlon
about the common centre brings them almost to-
gether on & line drawn from the earth. BHoth are
now of the same hue, a pale yellow, although the
secondary has bheen demcribed In the past as being
“white, with an Inclination to red,” “rose colored”
and even “violet.” And the system s no far away
from us that ita light takes twenty years to reach
the earth.

STRANGE CONDUCT OF A BINARY BTAR.

But how was the thind member of the partnership
discovered? In 1873 the two visible orbe occupied
precisely the same relative position toward each
other as they had In 1TT. Hence It waa estimated
that the period of revolution required for this won-
drous waltz was about ninety-three years. Asiron-
omers accepl it am axiomatic that each of the two
atars In a binary moves In an ellipse, and that the
two ellipses are of the same shape, though not of
the same size. Taking Into consideration the ob-
served positions of the two components in the In-

a pretty lttle custom in England on the Saturday
hefore Palm Sunday. It was called golng a-palm-
ing, and It consisted In the yo

women golng in parties to the
These were, of course, at this

sprigs of willow,
genson of the year, the twigs bearing the little
furry buds which ehlldren In this country rall
pussy-willows, It seems likely at first glance
that this enstom did not originally belong to
Palm Sunday or Saturday at all, but was an
adaptation of the more famillar and Important
May Duay ohservance. In this land and time,
outslle the Roman Catholle Chureh, I'alm Sun-
day means Httle, There |s some ghservance of It
among Episcopal churches,  but for the most
part it (s allowed to have only an aesthetic and
a decorative stgnificance, merely suggesting, It
it does even that, the thoughts and assoclations
of the time,

terval bitween the earitest and latest record, It was
computed that the orhit described by -either body
was about three times as long as it wos wide
When, however, an attempt was made to draw an
exnct diagram of this orbit, the observed positions
Thers was mora or less

would not fall Into lne
Irregularity or discrepancy, whatever scheme Wad
adopted,

Thicty ur forty yeara ago, therefore, suspicions
were citertalned by 3ir Jonn Herschel, that thers
wad another factor i the case A Malrns astron-
omer, Jacob, went so far as to copleetues thist the
smaller star was revolving arourd some hitherto
unknuwn body, Hke the mool around L varth,
tonly at w far greater distance), and the two
then revolvad around the lurger viaibic , s the

carth and mooun togethe around the sun. Hut

#0  keep-eyed un ’ i ] Burnham,

then with the great Lick telese

[ le either star, and pot
: those tich

r Ko
A3

W,
could not sub-

stiil remained.

wilii ekl

e ddisturd |r--l_-- he vo
i movement of the dis-
turbing age
EVIDENCE OF AN UNSEEN NEIGHROR.
In making such a computation, this fact must

be kopt in mind:  When a lorge satellite revolves
around a primary, the centre of its orbit Is not
the centre of the larger body, but a polnt somes
where betwesn the centrea of the two masses,
near the blgger one.  The primary, too, TeVoLVea
around this lmaglhary plvot, but, of course, e
gcribea A smaller elreie than the satellite.  The
relative slze of the two orblts depends on the
relative welghts of the badies  Hence one can as-

certaln the mass of the satellite, even If he canuot
gno i, by observing how far away from the centre

of gravity of the | (the tmaginary plvot) the
tlmm‘” i It Is fe », Hkewldn to Hnd out how
ong It takes the sat # to make 1ts ¢lreult, by

witching the wobbilng of the t-rl-:-.lry. Dir
cnleulations satisfy him that Jacob was vight in
asscolating the suspecteld dark body more dirvetly
with the smaller orb In the visibie par, but he dif-
tera from Jacob in one or two other detalls. He
mikes the dark star the smallest of the three,
and makes 1t a gatellite of the smaller bright pas
The nerlod of Ite revolutions he fixes at thirty-six
years In computing the movement of thess two
with reference to the larger bright atar, one must
adopt as the besis of his calewiatlon that invisible
plvot of the palr, the contre of gravity about
which the minor revoluticn s performed. One
must not be gulded by the I-rl{h{ encondary alone.
Making this allowance, Dir. See flnda tha period
of the greater revoiution to be slghty-elght years,
Instead of ninety-threo.

U'alng T Ophluchl as a text, Miss Clerke saya:
“The dlscovery of dark #turs solely through thelr
gravitational effects must be regarded as @ slgnal
triumph of exact astronomy.”  Inleed, one hurlly
knows which to admire most, the compileatsd
structure of the stellur system thus exhibited or
the exquisite workings of the human Intelieet which
these mathematical tasks reveal, And as thers are
many  more bigarlss  waleh  destroy  Irregularity,
it 1a probabie that the fleld of research here in-
dleatad 8 a large one

(Mher evidence of the existence of dark stara
In space (8 afforded by the sudden apprarance of
eortaln I|<m{-nr'u‘}' stars, glving a peculiar double
gpactrnm. Aach of thesa ls now belleved to he
due to a colllalon betwesn o swarm of
and a solld mass, both previeusly invisihle
presumption ls that every durk atar 18 a  hody
which was one intensaly brilllant ke our sun,
owlnsg to it heat, but has radlated enough of the
Intter energy to lods te luminosity. 1t may he
cold and hard all the way through, or omny o enol
ehell over a molten mass, But the history of such
hodles 1o, after all, mersly a matter of eonjecturs,

meteors
The

APPROPRIATE TO AUTOGRAPH HUNTERS.
Alblon (N, Y)Y correspondenca of The Rochester
Post-Fxpross,

The nnwillingness of the late Lord Tennyson to
respond  to requests for his aatograph is well
known A fine collection in Albton contalps a few
lines written by the jaur s hand, which are
highly prized not only for thelr value, but for the
difficulty with which they were obtalned, and which
are interesting for the humorous pertinence of the
sentiment quoted by the author from one of his
poems, The first request of the Alblon man for “an
autograph aad s-ntim' nt' was unheeded, nnd the
gecond fared no better, but the undauntsd admirer
wrote ngain, and to his third petitlon recelvad a
reply 'm A beantiful clear hand the words: A,
Tennyson, Bentiment: ‘Ask me no more.” "
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LEGAL STATUS OF A JOKE.

Champ Clark In The St, Louls Republie.

Ity long odds the beat anecdote teller—though hy
no means the greatest humorist—in the LIl
was that honest and “'qi‘ son of the Old Palmetto
Htate, the Hon. Jasper Talbert—the man who re-
cently by his declnrations touching “the late un-

lenanntness’ stirred to the very depths the patriot-
sm of certain Republlcan members, who, llke
Colonel Mulberry Sellers, are always “‘for the ad
flag and an approprintion,’

I heraby ackinowledge my Indebtedness Lo Talbert
tor some of the best campalgn yarns ever told on
the stump; but it must be confessed, even by his
most ardent admirers, that certain of the South
Carolinian’s jokes were hoary with age und badly
lh{‘u“.ltwnrn. )

¢ most fetching campalgn story ever spun since
Momus began his merry reign s the one J'm..n' ?h.
preacher reading his text from the IHble, two of
whose leaves had been glued together by some mis-
chlevous hgr. The world knows It by heart. It was
what H. Martin Willlams would eall a “ecorker,”
Henry Grady told It at that celebrated New-England
dinner in New-York City In the speech which made
him famous wherever the Fnglish language In
apoken. Grady himself, Colonel Christopher Filerbe
and Governor David A. Hall all have some claims
to the paternity of that joke, One day Talbert was
telling it in a speech in the House, When he was
about half through hii Reed came ambling down

the alsle and sald: "Mr, Speaker, T wou
Inquire, for the sake o 1nfo”r:1quan. it tl-ul:1 a':ﬁfufz
of Limitation never runs against an anecdote?

men and |
woolds to gather |

THE PAINTER OF “PALM SUNDAY IN OLD
VENICE.”

The school of painting founded by Marlang
Fortuny, and developed by him In Spain and
Rome, has had In José Villegas one of its strong.
est and most conspleuous pillars. This artist
was a young man Wwhen he fell under the influ.
ence of the master, and he formed himself upon
Fortuny's style; but he had from the beginning
abundant originality and an enthuslasm for the
old masters. The result has been that his work
hes earried on the traditlon of Fortuny without
{mitation, without logs of vitality. On the cone
trary Villegas has Increased In power year after
year, and the art which has produced the beaut].
ful pleture of “Palm Sunday in Old Venies," which
has revived upon canvas the regal splendors of
the “Incoronazione della Dogarcssa Foscarl,” 1g
to-day in its prime, and potent for irealculable
good In the school to which the painter belongs,

Villegas was born in Seville In 188,  He studied
for a time In the academy of his native town, and
then went to Madrid, From the Spanish capital
he drifted to Rome, where Fortuny was already
established, and where the latter was steadily
gaining In power and Influence. Villegas had
little of the sombre Imagination whith has so
often heen noted {n Spanish art. Like Fortuny
he was In love with the sun, and Itke Fortuny
again he was dellghted with a vivaclously
picturesque theme, with a flaching bit of cos.
tume, with a graceful group, with a llght and
dainty eplsode. He used the technique of his
master, a technique rich In qualities of supple-
ness, rapldity and precision. As he looked about
him In Rome, as he explored Venice and set to
work palnting the canals and palaces of the lat.
ter elty, the depth of Ttallan art was revealed to
him, and he began to study historlcal themes, He
has been studying them, painting them, ever
sinee, through all the later years of his life,

Fortune has been Kind to Villegas, and some
tlme ago he was enabled to earry out a schems
such as every artiet dreams of and one maninfive
hundred 1a permitted to reallze, He bulit & huge
villa for himself just outside Rome. It {p & Moor-
{sh design, with a vast studlo In the rear, Hers,
amid relles of mediaeval beauty and with the
Roman landscape within his reach, with Venice
not many hours away, Villegas has devoted
himself to the production of great spectacular
canvases, varying his labors by the occaslonal
deslgning of some small ond dainty pleture, but
concentrating his efforts almost exclusively upon
works like the “Palm Sunday in Old_ Venlce”
which !s reproduced on thig page. They are
spectacular, but they have not the meretricious
qualities usually implled by that eplthet. This
artist has studled the pageantry of historio
Italy, not merely In the writings of the Re-
na'ssanee, but in the light of what Titlan has
| done, of what Carpacelo and Gozzoll have pro-
| duced, of the best art as well as the best litera-
| ture of the times he loves to palnt, He is one
of the rare artists whose devotion to extraordl-
narlly subtle and complicated systems of techs
nique has never changed thelr humble and in-
quiring attitude befure the masters of the golden
age. Villegas I8 one of the technleal virtuosl of
modern art, but he is to this day an assiduous®
student of Velazquez, Titlan and Veronese. Not
werely In the costumes of his pictures does he
gock to emulate the old masters. He cultivates
thelir epirit and it heightens the significance of
a pleture like “Palm Sunday in 0Old Venice,” &
painting of ultra-modern technlque and of gor-
geous colore, to know that it 1s gctually the frult
of a profound devotion to the masterpleces of
early Itallan art.

Richardson, of Tennessee, who loves a J]?ke himeelf,
was in the chair and promptly ruled that it never
did, so Talbert, utterly oblivious of Heed's sarcasm,
proceeded to the snd of his story and followed it u
with a dozen new ones which convulsed his

tors.
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“YOoU” AND “THOU.”

THE CURIOUS ORDER OF THE NEW FRENCH
MINISTER OF WAR.

A decrea has Just been Issued at Paris by the new
Minister of War fortidding offlcers to address the
soldlers under thelr orders by the famliiiar pronoun
of “thou.” Henceforth the more forma, “you" 's
aloneg to be employed. It (s needless to explain
that the Minister of War 18 a civillan, for a so.dler
would never have made the mistake of Imagining
fur one moment that the feelings of self-respect of
a private or non-commissioned oMeer would be af-
tected by tho use of the familiar pronoun “tu.”

“Tu' and "du” and “thou" are terms not of cone
tempt, but of famillarity and Intimacy, and thele
use tmplies no lack of consideration for the person
to whom they are applied, but, on the contrary, &
feoling of affectionate regard, In monarchical coun-
tries the Sovervlgns have always made a point of
aldressing their troops with the pronoun *“thou”
in the same way that they apply the word “chil-
dren’ to even grizzied and battie-scarred veterans
twice their age. The men like to be addressed
thus, and fesl a sort of sympathy for those whom
they regard as displaying in this way affection and
interest in thelr welfare,

Hiy forbldding the use of the word “tu,” the new
French Mintster of War has done far more harm
than good, since he has rendered the relation be-
tween French offficers and men more distant and
formal, and has, in fact, ralsed n new barrler be-
tween those who hold commissions In the Army and
those who do not. Of course, this new departurs
has been prompted by the spirit of republicanism,
the Minister's ifdea being that a soidier is just as
much o French ecltizen and entitled to as much e
spect as an officer.

In the German, Austrian, Italian and Russian
armies the officers not only use the word “thou” to
thelr men, but among themseives as well, ard the
youngest lleutenant may use it to bis colonel or
“even to his general when off duty, the klea belng

they are brothers and comrades In arms. Otticers
meeting for the first time use “thou” even though
one he a prince and the other the son of a e!ltf
shopkeeper; one the colonel of some crack ca alry
regiment, and the other a subaltern in a mere line
of regiment. In the aristocracy, that ls to say,
among the old nobllity, whence the parvenu and the

nouvedu riche element is severely excluded, every
one calls the other “thou,” even young Jarl.l styling
old dowagers thus, Monarchs and royal perso

in their intimate intercourse with one another, in-
variably use the pronoun “thou.” The Prince o
Wales addresses the Emperor of Austria as “du.’
and the Emperor of Germany makes use of the
¢ pronoun when writing or speaking to Kl:s
L-s'.‘ar a‘r a;ly Mlilelr numl;truh. "Tu"huu! “du" ‘l'l
“thou' tmply soclal equality amo @ persors who
use them to one another, and If I:: }fuwh Minister
of War had besn less hasty, and had taken the
trouble of stulying the history of his country, he
would have found that durfng the early years of the
great revolution at the end of the last century, 'hg
hat

the doctrines of equallty were really enfo
everybody made use of the word “clioyen' an
“thou" In addreesing one another, no matter w
might be the difference of age or ofMclal rank
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WINGS AGAINST STEAM,

From The Pittsburg Post.

Erle pnd Pittsburg trainmen are talking aboud
the curlous race between an express train and &
wildl goose which occurred the other day beiween
Shadeland and Summit. The veteran engineer, Tony
Welsh, was at the throttle, and when the Canadian
honker came Inzlly soaring alongside the engine an
!‘lh.lil-‘.l;:o-‘i the ‘ron steed to keep up with him,
Pony turned on the steam and made it Decossary
for the goose to Aap his wings a little harder, and
after getting out of sight of the train be would set-
tle down in a feid and walt for the express to
cateh up with him, He waited at Springboro, Con=
neautvifle and Summit, and starting after the train
from these points, Aew close to the coach windows
in full view of all the passengers, who crowded over
to that alde of the train to observe the queer ac- -
tions of the bird, When the goose at one time got
close to the engine, Kngineer Welsh pulled “the
whistle, and the bird was so badly scared themt he
turned over In the alr lke a tumbling pigeon.

Lo S H A
ESTABLISHED 34 YEARS.
The most reliable depot for pure natural

CRAY & WHITE HAIR

OF FINEST TEXTURE, MADE UP IN

NATURAL LOOKING WAVES,
PRETTY BANGS,

WAVY SWITCHES, i'Giirii

-

—

8
A FEATHER

Our Specialty—Wigs and Toupeess

(s Bl e T B Lot
or the plexlon—cann detected,

Hair Tondo, cleans and cools the acaldy
preserves the halr,
; m““ Dyes, for all colors of Hair, perfect and
asting.

54 WEST 14TH ST, NEW YORK.




